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To  Hipperholme  Urban  District 

Council. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  great  pleasure  in  placing  before  you  my  Report 
for  the  year  1904.  It  consists  of  (1 ) Statistics  of  births, 
deaths,  infectious  diseases,  &c.  ; (2)  remarks  on  sanitary  and 
other  relative  matters  ; (3)  various  tables  of  the  Local 

Government  Board  and  County  Council;  and  (4)  the 
Sanitary  Inspector’s  report  is  also  appended. 

Area  of  District. — Prior  to  November,  1899,  the  area  of 
the  district  was  1138  acres;  but  a small  tongue  of  land 
amounting  to  54  acres  was  tacked  on  to  it  at  Bailiffe  Bridge, 
when  the  rest  of  the  North  Bierley  District  was  annexed  to  the 
City  of  Bradford,  and  the  acreage  was  thereby  raised  to  1192. 

The  physical  outline  of  the  district  may  be  described  as  an 
elevated  sloping  plain,  which  commences  at  its  higher  point  at 
Hipperholme  and  stretches  through  Lightcliffe,  terminating 
abruptly  at  Red  Beck  on  the  one  side  and  at  Clifton  Beck  on 
the  other. 

Thus  almost  naturally  the  district  is  divided  into  three  parts 
— Hipperholme,  Lightcliffe,  and  Bailiffe  Bridge.  A great 
part  of  this  area  is  devoted  to  “residential”  purposes,  but 
there  are  several  large  industries  carried  on  as  well  ; and  it 
may  be  advisable  to  state  here  that  wide-spread  alarm  wTas 
manifested  by  certain  influential  proprietors  and  ratepayers 
when  it  was  rumoured  that  works  for  the  manufacture  of 
bricks  and  such  like  wares  would  probably  be  erected  in  the 
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immediate  vicinity.  A petition  was  presented  to  the  Council 
drawing  pointed  attention  to  this  matter,  and  it  was  set  forth 
that  the  amenity  and  salubrity  of  the  district  would  be 
seriously  threatened  by  the  fumes  emitted  during  the  chemical 
process  to  be  employed.  I believe  that  experiments  have 
been  conducted  for  some  months  past,  and  complaints  have  like- 
wise been  received  already  as  to  certain  pungent  odours  arising 
therefrom  ; but  as  the  whole  matter  is  still  in  the  conjectural 
stage,  as  far  as  the  general  public  is  concerned,  I merely 
record  the  circumstance  without  further  comment. 

Population. — The  total  population  at  all  ages  at  the  census 
of  1901  was  4205.  The  “ estimated  population  ” for  1904  is 
placed  at  4300.  I reproduce  for  reference  a table  which  may 
be  of  value  as  a ready  means  of  comparison  at  a future  time. 

TABLE  A. — (Population). 


Year. 

Population. 

T nhabited 

Average  No. 

X 11 IX  LX.  L/ 1 LC  U. 

Houses. 

of  persons 
per  house. 

1841 

2836 

573 

5*o  (approx). 

1851 

2813 

590 

476 

1861 

2778 

602 

4-6 

W 

00 

M 

3501 

758 

4-6 

1881 

2920 

• * • ♦ • • 

• • • 

1891 

33°9 

755 

4'38 

1901 

4205 

981 

to 

(X) 

Births. — During  the  year  there  were  registered  75  births, 
comprising  36  males  and  39  females.  In  the  first  quarter 
there  were  registered  23,  in  the  second  18,  in  the  third  23, 
and  in  the  fourth  11. 

As  regards  sex  the  average  proportion  is  approximately — 
males  48*0  per  cent.,  females  52-0  per  cent.;  as  compared  with 

(1)  males  57*0  per  cent.,  females  43*0  per  cent,  in  1903  ; 

(2)  males  47*6  and  females  52-4  in  1902  ; and  (3)  males  45*0 
and  females  55*0  in  1901.  In  the  subjoined  table  it  will  be 


3 


observed  how  this  sex-proportion  varies  from  year  to  year ; 
although  for  the  last  12  years  the  preponderance  was  almost 
equally  divided  between  the  two  sexes. 


TABLE  B.— (Births). 

Rate  per  1000 


Year. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

per  annum. 

' 1893 

41 

45  ••• 

86 

...  25‘3 

1894 

38 

36 

74 

...  21*5 

cr> 

00 

M 

43 

26  ... 

69 

20*2 

I896 

33 

...  38  .» 

71 

20-8 

1897 

...  38 

45  ••• 

83 

...  23-4 

I898 

42 

...  38  ... 

80 

22*5 

1899 

...  48 

34  ... 

82 

22*4 

1900 

...  38 

45 

83 

2075 

1901 

37 

45  ... 

82 

19*5 

1902 

...  41 

45  ••• 

86 

...  20*2 

1903 

...  48 

...  36  ... 

84 

19*6 

I9°4 

- 36 

39  ••• 

75 

- 17*5 

The  Birth-rate  per  1000  per  annum  is  17*5,  which  is 
abnormally  low.  The  rate  for  the  West  Riding  for  1902  was 
28-7,  and  for  1903  it  was  28*5  ; whilst  for  England  and  Wales 
in  1902  it  was  28*6,  in  1903  it  was  28*4,  and  in  1904  it  was 
27-9.  In  some  of  my  previous  reports  I have  discussed  this 
subject  of  the  declining  birth-rate  from  several  standpoints  ; 
but,  as  the  matter  is  a frequent  topic  of  comment  in  the 
public  press,  and  has  undoubtedly  become  a national  problem, 
I refrain  from  saying  anything  further.  I may,  however, 
remark  that  the  rate  for  this  year  easily  holds  pre-eminence  as 
being  the  lowest  to  be  found  in  any  year  in  the  returns  which 
I possess.  * 

Deaths. — The  deaths  numbered  51,  30  of  males  and  21  of 
females.  This  number  includes  one  “ resident  ” who  died 
during  the  year  in  a public  institution  elsewhere.  The 
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mortality  for  each  quarter  was : first  quarter,  14 ; second 
quarter,  8;  third  quarter,  17;  fourth  quarter,  12. 

In  analysing  the  numbers  in  the  various  age  periods,  I find 
that  8 died  in  infancy,  2 between  one  and  five  years  of  age,  2 
between  the  ages  of  five  and  fifteen,  3 between  the  ages  of 
fifteen  and  twenty-five,  19  between  the  ages  of  twenty-five  and 
sixty-five,  and  that  17  had  attained  the  age  of  sixty-five  and 
upwards. 


TABLE  C.— (Deaths). 

Rate  per  1000 


Year. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

per  annum. 

1893 

32 

27  ... 

59 

17-6 

1894 

...  24 

20 

44 

12-8 

U~> 

00 

M 

29 

23  ... 

52 

•••  15*15 

1896 

35 

27  ... 

62 

i8'2 

1897 

...  22 

13  ... 

35 

...  9-9 

1898 

22 

26 

48 

13-2 

1899 

31 

28 

59 

16-1 

1900 

20 

28  ... 

48 

12-0 

1901 

26 

20 

46 

10*9 

1902 

32 

29  ... 

61 

14-2 

1903 

24 

23  ... 

47 

...  11*0 

I9°4 

30 

21 

51 

...  n*8 

The  Death-rate  per  1000  per  annum  is  ii*8  as  compared 
with  ii-o  in  1903,  and  14*2  in  1902.  The  average  death-rate 
of  the  district  for  the  last  ten  years  was  13*2  ; the  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  in  1902  was  16*3,  in  1903  it  was  15*4,  and 
in  1904  it  was  16-2.  The  rate  for  the  West  Riding  of  York- 
shire for  1903  was  15-6. 

Among  the  chief  causes  of  death  were : — 

(a)  Diarrhcea. — The  death  of  an  infant  was  due  to  this 
disease. 

{b)  Phthisis  or  Consumption. — Eight  deaths  were  the 
result  of  Phthisis  in  1904.  This  number  compares  unfavour- 
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ably  with  former  years;  thus  in  1903  there  were  four  deaths, 
in  1902  six,  and  in  1901  four.  The  rate  is  i*8  per  1000,  as 
against  -93  in  1903,  1*4  in  1902,  and  *95  in  1901.  The 
mortality  occurred  at  the  age  of  25  and  upwards.  The  public 
mind,  in  spite  of  all  that  has  been  said  and  written  on  this 
subject,  does  not  appear  to  have  fully  comprehended  the 
important  facts  that  this  disease  is  the  result  of  certain 
infective  germs,  and  that  it  also  is  preventable.  Handbills 
calling  attention  to  this  matter  have  been  circulated  in  the 
district,  and  the  following  prohibitory  by-law  of  the  County 
Council  is  here  quoted  as  bearing  in  a significant  manner  on 
the  spread  of  tuberculosis. 

44  No  person  shall  spit  on  the  floor,  sides,  or  surface  of  any 
44  public  carriage  or  of  any  public  hall,  public  waiting  room, 
44  or  place  of  public  entertainment  whether  admission  thereto 
44  be  obtained  upon  payment  or  not.  Any  person  offending 
44  against  this  By-law  shall  be  liable  to  a fine  not  exceeding^.” 

(c)  Respiratory  Diseases. — There  were  five  deaths  due 
to  diseases  of  the  lungs  and  bronchial  tubes  (irrespective  of 
those  occuring  from  pulmonary  consumption)  as  compared 
with  seven  in  1903.  So  that  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system 
(which  includes  phthisis)  are  responsible  for  one-fourth  of  the 
whole  mortality.  The  rate  (including  Phthisis)  is  3*  per  1000 
per  annum  as  against  2-5  in  1903,  3*7  in  1902,  and  1*9  in  1901 ; 
that  of  the  West  Riding  for  1903  was  2*58. 

(d)  Heart  Disease. — Eleven  deaths  were  registered  as 
due  to  disease  of  this  organ.  This  is  a considerable  increase 
upon  the  numbers  of  recent  years  ; there  w three  in  1903, 
seven  in  1902,  and  five  in  1901. 

(e)  Cancer.— Only  one  fatal  case  of  Cancer  was  recorded 
in  1904,  as  compared  with  one  in  the  previous  year,  four  in 
1902,  and  one  in  1901. 
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(f)  Influenza. — Two  persons  succumbed  to  Influenza  dur- 
ing the  year,  whereas  in  1903  there  was  one  death,  and  in  1901 
there  were  as  many  as  five. 

Infant  Mortality. — Eight  infants  died  during  the  year. 
This  number  is  below  the  average  for  the  last  ten  years.  A 
reference  to  Table  I.  in  the  appendix  of  this  report  will  show 
how  the  number  and  the  rate  vary  from  year  to  year.  Three  of 
the  deaths  occurred  in  the  second  quarter,  four  in  the  third, 
and  one  in  the  fourth  quarter.  The  accepted  opinion  with 
regard  to  this  particular  section  of  mortality  is  that  it  is 
principally  due  to  imperfect  feeding , but  the  returns  of  death 
which  one  receives  seem  to  point  to  other  factors  at  work  as 
well ; one-half  was  certified  as  due  to  Premature  Birth. 

The  rate  of  mortality  per  1000  of  registered  births  is  106*6 
as  contrasted  with  833  in  1903,  and  104*6  in  1902.  The  rate 
for  England  and  Wales  was  132*0  in  1903,  and  146*  in  1904;  for 
the  West  Riding  in  1903  it  was  142. 

Zymotic  Death-rate. — One  death  is  here  involved  as 
against  four  in  1903,  and  the  rate  per  1000  is  *23  which  may 
be  looked  upon  as  remarkably  satisfactoy.  The  seven  chief 
epidemic  diseases  form  the  basis  of  calculation  under  this 
heading,  and  diarrhoea  was  the  cause  of  death  in  this  instance. 
As  all  those  diseases  are  considered  to  be  preventable,  the  low 
rate  to  which  we  have  attained  on  this  occasion  may  be  justly 
claimed  as  a criterion  of  good  sanitary  conditions  in  the 
district.  The  rate  for  the  West  Riding  for  1903  was  1*49,  and 
for  England  and  Wales  1*46  ; and  the  latter’s  rate  for  1904 
was  1*94. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Notifications. — Of  those  infectious  diseases  which  are 
notifiable  the  number  reported  during  the  year  was  14,  viz  : — 
Small-pox  3,  Scarlet  Fever  8,  Membranous  Croup  1,  Con- 
tinued Fever  1,  Erysipelas  1.  The  cases  occurred  in  the 
following  months  : — In  February  1,  in  March  1,  in  May  2,  in 
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June  i,  in  July  i,  in  August  3,  in  October  2,  in  November  2, 
in  December  1. 

The  number  of  this  class  of  diseases  reported  annually  since 
the  adoption  of  the  Compulsory  Notification  Act  in  this 
district  in  1890  is  shown  in  Table  D,  and  a glance  at  the 
“total”  column  is  sufficient  to  indicate  that  the  year  1904  is 
well  below  the  average  so  far  as  quantity  is  concerned, 
although  higher  than  the  three  preceding  years. 


TABLE  D. — (Infectious  Diseases). 


Year. 

Small-pox. 

1 

Diphtheria. 

Croup. 

Erysipelas. 

Scarlet  Fever 

Enteric 

Fever. 

Continued 

Fever. 

Total. 

1890 

• • • 

2 

2 

I 

• • • 

5 

1891 

• • • 

• • • 

2 

13 

I 

• • • 

16 

1892 

54 

• • • 

3 

1 1 

• . • 

I 

69 

1893 

3 

2 

• . • 

3 

I 

2 

• • . 

1 1 

1894 

• . • 

2 

15 

4 

• . • 

21 

1895 

• • • 

• • • 

3 

4 

I 

8 

I896 

• . • 

2 

24 

5 

5 

36 

1897 

3 

4 

28 

1 

r-  • 

36 

I898 

4 

5 

7 

I 

17 

1899 

1 

2 

21 

• • • 

. . . 

24 

1900 

• • • 

2 

13 

3 

2 

20 

1901 

• • • 

• • • 

2 

3 

. . . 

5 

1902 

I 

• • • 

• • • 

7 

2 

. . . 

10 

I9°3 

2 

2 

• • « 

1 

4 

2 

. • • 

1 1 

I9°4 

3 

• • • 

1 

1 

8 

• • • 

I 

H 

Small-pox. — In  a district  like  this  where  constant  inter- 
communication is  maintained  with  several  large  towns  it  is  no 
matter  for  wonder  that  infectious  diseases  are  encountered, 
whose  origin  and  source  it  is  impossible  almost  to  discover  or 
trace  with  any  degree  of  reliability.  And  in  those  parts  of  the 
country  where  the  relationship  between  urban,  suburban  and 
rural  localities  has  become  so  intimately  connected  by  tram- 
ways that  it  is  almost  superfluous  to  enquire  where  one 
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locality  begins  and  another  ends,  this  difficulty  has  certainly 
become  much  greater.  The  denizens  of  our  cities  are  carried 
so  cheaply  and  so  expeditiously  into  the  country,  when  the 
desire  for  fresh  air  and  green  fields  is  felt ; and  the  rural 
population  also,  on  business  or  pleasure  bent,  can  now  so 
easily  be  conveyed  into  the  busy  centres  of  industry  that 
the  importation  and  exportation  of  this  class  of  disease  become 
less  preventable  than  ever,  I have  been  led  to  write  in  this 
vein  owing  to  the  fact  that  such  easy  means  of  locomotion 
was  undoubtedly  one  great  factor  in  introducing  Small-pox 
among  us  both  in  1903  and  1904.  I find,  that  frequent  visits 
were  thus  made  to  a neighbouring  town  by  at  least  two 
persons  who  there  contracted  this  disease,  and  I am  quite 
sure  that  those  visits  would  not  have  been  undertaken  with 
such  avidity  after  a hard  day  of  toil  if  the  whole  distance  had 
of  necessity  been  required  to  be  accomplished  on  foot.  So 
that  after  all  the  electric  tramway  has  its  disadvantages  as 
well  as  its  advantages,  if  my  theory  is  a correct  one. 

Since  the  visitation  of  1892-3,  in  which  57  persons  were 
attacked  with  Small-pox,  we  remained  singularly  free  from  the 
disease  for  ten  years,  although  severe  epidemics  broke  out  at 
different  times  in  several  of  the  large  towns  of  the  Riding. 
The  greater  number  of  our  inhabitants,  certainly  those  of 
them  who  were  most  exposed  to  infection,  had,  at  that  critical 
period,  been  revaccinated;  and  when,  in  1903,  two  cases 
appeared  at  Bailiffe  Bridge,  things  presented  a very  ominous 
appearance.  Fortunately,  however,  no  other  sign  was  observed 
for  almost  a year;  but  in  the  month  of  May,  1904,  a notifica- 
tion was  received  of  a suspicious  case  in  a house  in  Lightcliffe 
at  some  distance  from  the  main  road.  The  young  man  had 
been  a constant  visitor  at  the  house  of  a relative  in  an  adjacent 
town,  and  in  this  house  were  several  persons  who  were 
recovering  from  what  was  supposed  to  be  Chicken-pox.  The 
sequel  proved  that  it  was,  however,  Small- pox  and  not  Chicken- 
pox  ; as  the  Lightcliffe  case,  when  seen  by  me,  presented  all 
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the  characteristic  features  of  the  former  disease.  He  was 
removed  to  Hollin  Heys  Hospital,  and  five  days  later  another 
brother  was  affected  in  the  same  manner.  The  utmost 
precautionary  measures  were  adopted  ; revaccination  of  the 
inmates,  of  persons  who  had  been  in  contact,  and  of  the 
members  of  a family  living  next  door  to  the  infected  house  was 
carried  out ; and  disinfection,  isolation,  and  strict  quarantine 
were  resorted  to,  with  the  result  that  no  further  outbreak 
occurred  in  this  area.  The  district  had  another  period  of 
freedom,  lasting  for  six  months ; and  in  the  second  week  of 
December  I was  promptly  informed  of  a patient  who  had  on 
the  same  day  as  the  case  was  reported,  exhibited  the  rash. 
The  inspector  and  myself  acted  with  all  speed,  and  had  the 
case  removed  at  once  to  Hospital ; and  I am  glad  to  say  that 
success  again  attended  our  efforts,  although  we  had  to  deal 
with  an  unvaccinated  household  of  “contacts”  who  had  also 
freely  mixed,  up  to  a certain  point,  with  the  other  people  who 
lived  in  the  same  terrace. 

Chicken-pox. — This  is  not  a notifiable  disease,  and  when 
Small-pox  is  present  in  or  about  a district  it  is  expedient  to 
make  it  compulsory  to  notify  all  such  cases,  as  it  is  often  a 
matter  of  great  difficulty  to  diagnose  between  this  and  modified 
Small-pox.  I drew  attention  to  the  experience  of  two  young 
men  in  regard  to  this  matter  in  a previous  paragraph.  In 
February  a few  cases  were  discovered  in  Hipperholme,  whilst 
in  July  several  children  in  Lightcliffe  were  affected. 

Scarlet  Fever  or  Scarlatina. — During  the  former  half  of 
the  year  we  had  only  one  report ; the  case  was  that  of  a child 
residing  at  Bailiffe  Bridge,  who  had  been  treated  in  Flospital 
three  years  before  for  the  same  disease.  We  then  had 
complete  immunity  for  six  months,  when  another  case  occurred 
in  Lightcliffe.  During  August  three  reports  were  received, 
two  of  the  patients  residing  in  Lightcliffe,  and  one  in  Hipper- 
holme. In  October  two  children  living  in  the  same  house  in 
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Lightcliffe  were  affected,  and  an  adult  in  Hipperholme  in  the 
month  of  November.  Of  the  eight  persons  who  suffered  from 
this  fever,  two  were  under  five  years  of  age,  and  six  over  that 
age;  and  seven  were  removed  to  the  Joint  Hospital  for  treat- 
ment. No  death  occurred.  The  houses  involved  were  all 
examined  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  one  defective  sink 
waste  which  was  discovered  has  since  been  remedied.  The 
average  number  of  cases  occurring  yearly  during  the  decennial 
period  1895-1904  is  11*5,  so  that  the  attack  rate  for  this  year 
shows  a favourable  comparison  with  this  average. 

Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever. — Since  1890  three  years  only 
have  been  passed  without  a notification  of  this  fever,  viz:  1892, 
1899,  and  the  year  now  under  notice.  Freedom  from  this 
disease  may  be  fairly  claimed  as  one  index  of  improved 
sanitary  conditions. 

Membranous  Croup. — One  child  living  in  Hipperholme 
suffered  from  this  affection  and  was  treated  at  home.  The 
house  was  found  to  be  in  a good  sanitary  state. 

Continued  Fever. — One  notification  under  this  heading 
was  made  in  the  month  of  June.  The  patient  was  a boy  who 
lived  in  Hipperholme.  Examination  of  the  dwelling  was 
made  but  nothing  to  account  for  it  was  thereby  discovered. 

Erysipelas. — One  report  was  received  in  November,  and 
the  type  was  that  known  as  “idiopathic;”  the  probability  is 
that  it  supervened  as  the  result  of  a severe  cold. 

Measles. — Hitherto  it  has  not  been  necessary  to  notify  cases 
of  Measles,  but  towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  Sanitary 
Authority  passed  a resolution  to  make  the  reporting  of  it 
compulsory ; and  as  this  resolution  will  probably  take  effect 
about  April  1st,  1905,  it  will  soon  be  included  along  with  such 
diseases  as  Small-pox,  Diphtheria,  and  Scarlet  Fever.  The 
notifying  of  a case  of  Measles,  where  no  medical  man  is  in 
attendance,  will  devolve  upon  the  parent  or  guardian  of  the 
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patient,  and  failure  to  comply  will  render  the  responsible 
person  liable  to  a penalty.  This  step  (which  is  not  adopted 
everywhere)  has  been  thought  necessary  by  the  Authority 
owing  to  the  experience  we  have  had  in  attempting  to  cope 
with  serious  outbreaks  in  former  years,  more  especially  in 
1902,  when  it  was  rampant  from  January  to  December. 

During  1904  only  a few  sporadic  cases  were  discovered;  in 
my  Journal  I find  mention  of  it  in  February  and  March  in 
LightclifFe,  and  again  in  April  and  October  in  Hipperholme. 

Whooping  Cough. — Very  lightly  has  this  disease  troubled 
us  since  it  was  epidemic  in  1902.  During  April  and  July  a 
few  children  were  affected  in  Lightcliffe. 

Mumps. — Generally  over  the  whole  district  mumps  was 
prevalent  at  the  beginning  of  the  year ; and  in  October  it 
was  distributed  in  Bailiffe  Bridge  and  Lightcliffe. 

Diarrhoea. — In  hot  summers  this  complaint  is  frequently 
very  formidable,  but  the  year  1904  was  an  exception,  although 
the  summer  was  long  and  dry.  Only  one  death  was  due 
to  diarrhoea. 

Influenza. — This  was  present  more  or  less  during  the 
greater  part  of  the  year,  but  the  severity  of  the  type  was  less 
virulent  than  in  some  former  visitations,  and  only  one  fatality 
was  recorded.  In  1903  there  was  one  death,  whilst  in  1901 
there  were  five.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year  it  was  general 
everywhere,  and  was  accompanied  with  bronchial  complica- 
tions. 

Summary. — It  may  be  well  at  this  point  to  state  briefly 
some  of  the  salient  features  in  connection  with  the  statistics 
of  the  year. 

(1)  The  Birth-rate  (17*5)  is  relatively  low  as  compared  with 
that  of  the  whole  country,  and  is  the  lowest  of  which  I can 
find  any  record  for  this  district. 
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(2)  The  Death-rate  (n*8)  is  favourable. 

(3)  The  Rate  of  infant  mortality  (106*6  per  1000  of  registered 
births)  is  much  more  favourable  than  in  many  of  the  previous 
years. 

(4)  The  Death-rate  for  Consumption  (i*8)  is  comparatively 
high  on  this  occasion,  and  the  respiratory  Death-rate  is  about 
the  average  of  former  years. 

(5)  The  Zymotic  Death-rate  (*23)  is  much  below  the  average 
of  the  last  few  years. 

(6)  Cancer  accounted  for  one  death. 

(7)  The  number  of  Infectious  Diseases  reported  is  again 
greatly  reduced. 

SANITARY  MATTERS. 

Inspections. — The  Sanitary  Inspector,  in  addition  to  his 
usual  routine  work,  has  also  along  with  me  visited  and 
examined  such  houses,  places  and  localities  as  required 
special  attention. 

Isolation  Hospitals. — (a)  The  Joint  Hospital  is  situated  at 
Clifton,  and  has  been  open  for  more  than  six  years.  Patients 
suffering  from  any  of  the  following  diseases  are  received, 
viz  : Cholera,  Typhus  Fever,  Enteric  Fever,  Scarlet  Fever, 
and  Diphtheria.  During  the  year  seven  cases  of  Scarlet 
Fever  were  admitted  from  this  district.  In  the  previous  year 
there  were  four  admissions,  in  1902  six,  and  in  1901  three. 

(b)  Small-pox.  Accommodation  for  the  isolating  of  persons 
who  suffered  from  this  disease  was  provided  at  Hollin  Heys 
Hospital,  Elland.  This  hospital  was  supported  by  several 
of  the  adjoining  Authorities.  Three  persons  suffering  from 
Small-pox  were  removed  to  hospital  in  the  months  of  May 
and  December.  I may  here  note  that  in  terms  of  an  agree- 
ment, concluded  between  the  Corporation  of  Halifax  and  the 
Joint  Hospital  Board,  (which  includes  Hipperholme),  cases  of 
Small-pox  arising  in  this  district  will,  in  future,  be  sent  to  the 
Hospital  at  Halifax  for  treatment. 
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WATER  SUPPLY. 

(a)  Adequacy. — I indicated  in  my  last  report  that  a decision 
had  been  arrived  at  by  the  Council  to  relay  the  greater  length 
of  the  water-mains  in  the  district,  owing  to  the  supply  having 
been  rendered  inadequate  both  in  pressure  and  in  volume. 
Evidence  was  abundant  that  the  pipes  were  encrusted  and 
practically  worn  out,  and  during  this  summer  the  work  has 
been  accomplished  with  the  exception  of  a few  minor  details 
which  are  being  cleared  off  the  slate  as  speedily  as  the  in- 
clement weather  and  other  circumstances  permit.  The  larger 
pipes  which  have  been  laid  will  ensure,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  a 
full  and  adequate  supply  to  every  part  of  the  district  of  pure, 
clean  water  ; and  for  many  years  no  further  complaints  as  to 
intermittent  stoppages  of  the  tap  or  flushes  of  dirty  and  soup- 
like liquid  should  be  heard.  The  work  of  replacement  was 
not  accomplished  without  serious  inconvenience  to  the  rate- 
payers, all  of  which  is  now  a matter  of  the  past,  inasmuch  as 
this  essential  necessity  of  daily  life  has  been  secured  not  only 
in  abundance  but  in  more  palatable  condition.  The  increased 
pressure  will  also  be  sufficient  for  the  purpose  of  use  in  ex- 
tinguishing fire,  and  already  a Sub-committee  is  engaged  in 
the  laudable  work  of  collecting  information  on  the  best  means 
of  equipping  the  district  with  suitable  appliance  in  the  event 
of  such  a contingency  arising  at  any  time. 

(b)  Lead  in  Water. — This  subject  formed  a topic  of  discus- 
sion in  the  public  press  for  many  weeks,  and  whilst  much  of 
what  was  written  was  undoubtedly  true,  much  also  was 
probably  exaggerated.  When  reporting  on  the  matter  last 
year,  I showed  that  the  water,  especially  in  houses  supplied  by 
long  lead  service  pipes,  contained  lead  in  appreciable  quantity, 
and  that  samples  taken  at  different  periods  under  exactly 
similar  conditions  as  to  time  and  place  exhibited  marked 
variability  as  to  the  amount  of  lead  they  contained.  This 
happened  towards  the  end  of  1903,  and  in  consequence  of 


representations  made  to  the  Corporation  of  Halifax  by  the 
Council  and  the  County  Council  early  in  the  year  under  notice, 
an  improvement  was  observed,  which  was  due  no  doubt  to 
chemical  treatment  at  the  reservoirs.  It  is  well  known  that 
care  has  to  be  exercised  with  water  which  is  derived  essentially 
from  surface  gathering  grounds,  and  I am  sorry  to  say  that  1 
cannot  congratulate  the  Halifax  Corporation  upon  the  exercise 
of  judicious  circumspection  in  this  respect.  Dr.  Houston,  in 
reporting  to  the  Local  Government  Board  on  Lead  Poisoning 
due  to  drinking  water,  makes  the  assertion  that  authorities 
controlling  moorland  supplies  should  give  the  consumer  water 
without  any  demonstrable  action  on  lead.  How  does  Halifax 
conform  to  this  standard  of  purity  ? In  samples  of  water 
drawn  from,  the  same  tap,  after  standing  all  night,  the  amount 
of  lead  present,  according  to  analyses  made  by  the  County 
Medical  Officer,  was  as  much  as  one  fourth  of  a grain  per 
gallon  in  the  month  of  November;  whilst  in  February,  April 
and  July,  the  results  were  one  twelfth,  one  fiftieth,  and  one 
twenty-fifth  of  a grain  respectively.  The  continued  presence 
of  the  lead,  even  without  pronounced  cases  of  illness  as  a 
resultant,  demands  to  be  remedied  once  and  for  all  on  a sure 
and  certain  basis,  as  the  poison  is  insidious  and  cumulative  in 
its  action,  and  the  public  ought  to  be  protected  from  all 
impurities  occurring  in  its  daily  food.  And  besides,  the  expense 
to  this  Authority  is  greatly  increased  by  water  being  run  to 
waste  for  the  sake  of  safety  ; such  waste  could  be  altogether 
obviated  if  proper  care  were  taken  in  the  treatment  of  the 
water  before  it  enters  the  mains.  I do  not  know  what  the 
outcome  of  this  controversy  will  be  ; but,  so  far  as  this  Sanitary 
Authority  is  affected,  a careful  watch  will  be  kept  upon  the 
water  in  the  future,  until  a remedy  is  established  by  the 
Corporation  voluntarily,  or  by  compulsion  from  elsewhere.  The 
Council  has  already  proceeded  to  set  things  in  order  as  far  as 
possible  by  substituting  iron  service  pipes  in  streets  where  long 
lead  pipes  formerly  existed ; amongst  others  which  have  been 
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so  dealt  with  are  Southedge  Terrace,  Roydlands  Street, 
Victoria  Terrace,  Holme  Terrace  and  Lydgate.  And  precau- 
tions have  also  been  observed  in  the 

(c)  Regulations  (which  were  adopted  in  February,  1904) 
dealing  with  Waterworks  in  this  district.  The  strength  and 
depth  of  pipes  and  the  material  to  be  employed  (according  to 
the  distance  traversed)  are  now  clearly  defined,  and  provision 
is  also  made  for  the  due  inspection  of  all  new  pipes  and  of  all 
alterations  and  extensions  which  may  require  to  be  made.  At 
the  end  of  the  year  also  a new  scale  of  charges  calculated  on 
a different  basis  than  before  has  been  agreed  upon,  with  a view 
to  induce  landlords  and  builders  to  provide  water  closets  in 
preference  to  privy-middens  where  new  buildings  are  about  to 
be  erected,  or  where  structural  alterations  in  existing  houses 
may  be  necessary  in  the  future. 

Scavenging  and  Refuse  Removal. — (1)  The  scavenging 
of  the  street  refuse  is  carried  out  by  the  staff  of  the  Sanitary 
Authority,  but  only  on  the  main  roads  and  thoroughfares. 
Street-watering  is  limited  to  the  requirement  simply  of  laying 
the  dust  in  the  summer  time ; and  in  order  to  make  this  as 
effective  as  possible  the  Sanitary  Committee  purchased  a 
second  cart  last  summer. 

(2)  The  removal  of  house  refuse  is  done  by  contractors, 
who  act  under  the  direction  of  the  Surveyor.  In  former 
reports  I often  had  to  refer  to  the  overfilling  of  ashpits  and 
middens  ; this  was  entirely  due  to  carelessness  on  the  part  of 
the  tenant  or  joint  tenants.  But  since  the  Sanitary  Com- 
mittee appointed  a man  to  report  periodically  on  those  places 
to  the  Inspector,  a decided  difference  for  the  better  prevails  in 
those  localities  where  common  ashpits  were  in  this  disgraceful 
condition.  And  the  whole  system  has  been  further  improved 
by  a stipulation  that  the  contractors  must  empty  early  in  the 
morning,  instead  of  during  the  day  as  has  hitherto  been  the 
case.  This  rule  as  to  time  was  well  adhered  to  for  many 
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months,  but  I have  observed  a tendency  of  late  on  the  part  of 
some  of  the  contractors  to  perform  this  work  during  forbidden 
hours.  I merely  mention  this  as  a hint  to  the  parties 
implicated  that  notice  is  taken  of  such  a trivial  matter ; and, 
as  1500  loads  of  house  refuse  are  carted  annually  through 
some  part  of  the  district,  detection  is  avoidable  only  on 
rare  occasions. 

Sewerage,  Drainage,  &c. — In  terms  of  an  agreement  made 
with  the  Corporation  of  Brighouse,  the  sewage  of  the  district, 
consisting  of  domestic  and  trade  liquids,  is  treated  at  the  Cooper 
Bridge  Works.  The  principal  sewers  are  now  in  working 
order,  but  the  work  of  sewerage  pertaining  to  one  or  two 
branches  is  not  quite  completed.  It  has  been  arranged  that 
some  ventilating  shafts  shall  be  inserted  along  Bradford  Road 
in  connection  with  the  sewer  which  has  been  laid  there ; and, 
owing  to  repeated  complaints  received  about  sewer  gas  at 
Lydgate,  a shaft  is  about  to  be  introduced  at  that  point  also. 

Now  that  the  whole  question  of  the  disposal  of  the  sewage 
has  been  at  last  settled  in  an  advantageous  manner,  I hope 
that  more  time  will  be  at  the  command  of  the  Sanitary  Com- 
mittee to  consider  several  of  the  less  important  questions 
which  have  been  placed  on  one  side  in  favour  of  this  larger 
scheme.  Only  those  who  have  had  to  negotiate  the  many 
knotty  and  intricate  problems,  which  have  arisen  in  the  course 
of  the  last  two  or  three  years  as  side  issues  in  relation  to  the 
works  of  sewerage  and  of  water  supply,  can  have  any  idea  of 
the  endless  correspondence  which  has  been  thereby  involved, 
and  of  the  many  long  sittings  which  this  Committee  have 
made  in  dealing  therewith.  I heartily  congratulate  them  on 
their  arrival  at  the  completion  of  this  onerous  task. 

Cesspits. — In  accordance  with  instructions  given  by  the 
Sanitary  Committee  in  1903,  I visited  and  examined  carefully 
all  the  Cesspits  in  the  district,  and  presented  a special  report 
on  their  condition,  mode  of  clearance,  construction,  and  means 
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required  for  their  better  management.  I pointed  out  how 
cesspits  found  in  connection  with  private  houses  were  as  a 
rule  unobjectionable,  but  I was  forced  to  condemn  in  un- 
qualified language  some  of  those  attached  to  rows  of  houses, 
as  being  imperfectly  and  perfunctorily  attended  to. 

And  in  my  report  of  last  year  I recorded  certain  conclusions 
and  deductions  at  which  I had  arrived  in  the  course  of  this 
series  of  inspections.  On  this  occasion  I shall  mention  some 
of  the  events  which  have  followed  upon  the  publication  of 
that  exhaustive  statement  : 

(1)  Cesspits  at  and  near  South  Edge  have  been  abolished; 
and  a new  sewer,  which  was  laid  in  this  locality,  has  opened  up 
valuable  building  land  in  Brighouse  Road. 

(2)  The  Sanitary  Authority  undertakes  the  emptying  of 
of  most  of  the  Cesspits  at  regular  periods,  with  the  result 
that  the  overflowing  and  soaking  of  their  contents  are  now 
seldom  encountered. 

(3)  Four  houses  in  Ryder  Fold,  Hipperholme,  are  now 
connected  with  the  main  sewer  ; and  a nuisance,  which  was 
said  to  be  due  to  a former  cesspit  at  this  place,  will  be  thereby 
abated. 

(4)  A scheme  is  under  consideration  whereby  it  is  thought 
feasible  that  all  the  houses  now  emptying  into  a Cesspit  in 
Syke  Fane  may  be  connected  to  a sewer  and  the  sewage 
conveyed  elsewhere  for  treatment.  If  this  scheme  is  adopted, 
certain  other  Cesspits  will  be  dispensed  with,  and  building 
operations  will  be  possible  in  the  neighbourhood. 

Dwellings. — The  Surveyor  gave  certificates  for  sixteen  new 
houses  during  1904,  some  of  which  were  cottages  and  some  of 
middle  class  character.  The  number  of  uninhabited  dwellings 
was  about  the  same  as  in  the  previous  year.  A reference  to 
the  report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  will  show  that  in  many 
of  the  older  houses  several  necessary  structural  alterations 
were  effected,  especially  in  ashpits  and  closets. 
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Slaughter  House. — There  is  one  registered  slaughter  house. 
No  complaints  have  been  received  about  it ; it  is  kept  in  a 
clean  and  orderly  condition. 

Smoke  Observations. — Having  already  in  an  incidental 
manner  referred  to  this  matter,  I think  it  is  only  reasonable 
that  I should  state  that  no  very  serious  complaint  has  been 
received  as  to  nuisance  arriving  from  the  emission  of  black 
smoke ; and  it  is  probably  on  this  account  that  the  Sanitary 
Authority  has  not  required  observations  to  be  taken  regularly 
and  systematically.  I understand  that  the  County  Council, 
by  circular  letter,  have  drawn  the  attention  of  local  authorities 
to  the  serious  consequence  to  health  produced  by  the  continued 
discharge  of  dense  black  smoke  into  the  atmosphere  ; and  it 
may  be  as  well  to  bear  in  mind  that  they  have  also  offered  to 
co-operate  with  Sanitary  Authorities  in  carrying  out  the 
provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act  in  the  abatement  of  any 
nuisance  of  this  kind. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milk-Shops.— Much  good  work 
has  been  done  in  this  department  during  the  last  few  years. 
The  general  sanitation  has  been  improved,  and  alterations  in 
ventilation  have  been  insisted  upon  and  carried  out.  The 
Inspector  informs  me  that  there  are  eighteen  of  those  places 
registered,  all  of  which  have  been  visited  and  examined.  An 
annual  visit,  which  is  undertaken  by  a Sub-Committee  appointed 
for  the  purpose,  was  made  in  the  month  of  May,  and  the  report 
which  was  given  as  to  the  condition  of  the  animals  and  of  the 
cowsheds  generally  was  upon  the  whole  satisfactory. 

Factory  and  Workshop  Act  (1901). — (a)  Register.  From 
the  register  which  is  kept  at  the  Council  Offices  I find  that 
there  are  thirty-five  Workshops  and  Bakehouses  in  the  district. 
The  number  last  year  was  thirty-eight,  whilst  in  1902  there 
were  forty  on  the  register.  In  the  course  of  inspection  I 
discovered  one  workshop  which  was  not  registered  owing  to 
inadvertence.  I have  visited  and  examined  all  those  places, 
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and  the  total  inspections  made  during  the  year  amount  to 
thirty-nine. 

(b ) Sanitary  Condition.  Again  I have  to  report  favourably 
as  to  the  administration  of  the  Act.  As  regards  cleanliness  of 
premises  I had  to  give  notice  about  neglect  to  limewash  to  two 
occupiers  ; this  matter  was  duly  attended  to.  In  the  course  of 
street  alterations,  a lead  service  pipe,  conveying  water  to  a 
bakehouse  was  taken  out  and  an  iron  pipe  v/as  substituted  ; this 
precautionary  measure  was  adopted  by  the  Sanitary  Authority 
on  account  of  the  plumbo-solvent  action  of  the  water.  No 
fault  was  discovered  in  ventilation  or  air  space  ; and  sufficiency 
and  adequacy  of  sanitary  conveniences  were  provided  in  all 
cases. 

(c)  Bakehouses.  There  are  five  bakehouses  ; two  of  these  are 
underground,  and  three  are  of  the  small  retail  variety.  No 
faulty  condition  was  discovered  in  connection  with  any  of  them. 
The  two  underground  bakehouses  were  considered  to  be  suitable 
as  regards  ventilation,  light,  construction,  and  general  sanitary 
equipment,  and  certificates  were  accordingly  granted  at  the 
end  of  the  year  1903  by  the  District  Council  to  the  occupiers 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Act. 

(d)  Home  Work.  No  home  work  is  carried  on  in  any  dwelling, 
and  no  list  of  outworkers  has  been  furnished  by  any  employer. 

In  conclusion  I have  to  direct  attention  to  Tables  I.,  III., 
and  IV.  of  Local  Government  Board,  to  Table  relating  to 
Factories  and  Workshops,  etc.,  to  Table  C of  County  Council, 
and  to  the  report  of  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  all  of  which 
are  appended. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  DAVIDSON,  M.A.,  M.D.,  &c., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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TABLE  III. 

CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  notified  during  the  year 
1904,  in  the  Hipperholme  Urban  District. 


Notifiable  Disease. 

Cases  notified  in  whole  District. 

No.  of  Cases 
removed  to 
Hospital. 

At  all 
Ages. 

1 to  5 

5 to  15 

15  t025 

25  to65 

Over 

65 

Small-pox  ... 

3 

I 

2 

3 

Membranous  Croup 

1 

I 

... 

• • • 

... 

Erysipelas  ... 

1 

• • • 

... 

... 

I 

• • • 

• • • 

Scarlet  Fever 

8 

2 

5 

I 

... 

7 

Continued  Fever  ... 

1 

I 

. . . 

T otals  ... 

H 

4 

6 

3 

I 

• • • 

10 

TABLE  IV. 

TABLE  OF  DEATHS  during  the  year  1904,  in  the 
Hipperholme  Urban  District. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Deaths  in 

District  at 

Subjoined  Ages. 

All 

ages. 

Under 
1 year 

1 and 
under 

5- 

5 and 
underj 
i5- 

15  and 
under 
25- 

25  and 
under 
65- 

Over 

65- 

Epidemic  Influenza 

2 

I 

I 

Diarrhoea 

I 

I 

• • • 

• • • 

... 

• • . 

Phthisis 

8 

• • • 

... 

7 

I 

Cancer 

1 

• • • 

... 

. . . 

I 

Bronchitis 

5 

• • • 

, . . 

I 

2 

2 

Premature  Birth 

4 

4 

. . . 

. . . 

• • . 

• • •* 

Heart  Diseases  ... 

1 1 

• • • 

• • • 

2 

4 

5 

Suicides  ... 

1 

• • • 

... 

. * . 

• • • 

1 

...  | 

All  other  causes  ... 

18 

3 

2 

• . . 

I 

5 

7 1 

Totals 

51 

8 

2 

2 

3 

19 

17  1 
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TABLE  V. 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  LAUNDRIES,  WORKPLACES, 
AND  HOMEWORK,  in  the  Siipperholme  Urban  District. 

i. — Inspection. 


Premises. 

No,  of 
Inspections. 

Factories  (including  Factory  Laundries) 

4 

Workshops  ,,  ,,  ,, 

35 

Homeworkers’  Premises 

0 

X otal  . • * 0 . * 

39 

2. — Defects  Found. 


No.  of  Defects. 

Particulars. 

Found. 

Remedied. 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts * 

Want  of  cleanliness 

2 

2 

Total 

2 

2 

* Including  those  specified  in  Sections  2,  3,  7 and  8,  of  the  Factory  Act  as 
remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 


3. — Other  Matters. 


Class. 

Number. 

Underground  Bakehouses  (S.  ioi)  : — 

In  use  during  1903 

2 

Certificates  granted  j x903 

® ( m 1904 

2 

O 

In  use  at  the  end  of  1904 

Workshops  on  the  Register  (S.  131)  at  the  end 

2 

of  1904 

35 
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TABLE  C. 

HIPPERHOLME  URBAN  SANITARY 

DISTRICT. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : R.  DAYIDSON. 

Salary  £30. 

Sanitary  Inspector : G.  W.  THOMPSON. 

Salary  /50. 


Water  Supply — 

Quality — Fairly  Good.  Action  on  Lead — Positive.  Any  extension  or 
change  during  1904  ? — Principal  routes  re-laid  with  larger  pipes.  Any 
inadequacy  in  any  part  ? — No. 

Sewerage— 

Is  the  district  systematically  sewered  ? — Yes.  Is  rainfall  from  roads 
excluded  ? — Partly.  Extensions  or  Improvements  during  1904:  Sewers 
— 2500  yards  additional  put  down.  Manholes — 41  additional  added.  Ven- 
tilating Shafts — Six  to  he  inserted.  Any  inadequacy,  and  where — Syke 
Lane  District. 

Sewage  Disposal — 

System  adopted — Treated  by  Brighouse. 

Scavenging — 

Are  the  privy-middens,  ash-places,  etc.,  cleansed  by  Sanitary  staff,  by 
Contractors,  or  by  Owners  and  Tenants  ? — Contractors.  Any  in- 
adequacy of  scavenging  ? — No. 

Adoptive  Acts— 

Acts  adopted  during  1904  (or  parts) — None.  Any  diseases  added  to 
Notification  schedule  e.g.,  Measles,  Chicken-pox,  &c. — No.  Any  sys- 
tem of  voluntary  notification  of  Phthisis  ? — No. 

Bye-Laws — 

Any  adopted  or  sanctioned  during  1904? — (a)  Under  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1875 — No;  (b)  Under  the  Public  Health  Acts  (Amend- 
ment) Act,  1890 — No. 


Regulated  Buildings, 
Trades,  &c. 

No.  in 
District 

No.  on 
Regis- 
ter. 

No.  In- 
spected 

General  Condition  ? 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

O 

Canal  Boats 

O 

Slaughter  Houses 

I 

I 

I 

Clean 

Cowsheds  . . 

18 

18 

18 

In  good  order 

Offensive  Trades 

(Please  specify  nature). 

3 

3 

(Tanneries)  Occasion- 
ally bad 
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Cowsheads — 

Give  date  oi  Regulations  in  force  under  D C.M.  Order — 1896.  Any 
special  inspection  made  during  1904 — Sub-committee  made  special  inspec- 
tion. Any  action  taken  by  outside  Authorities,  e.g.,  under  ’■  Milk 
Clauses”  concerning  milk  supplied  from  this  district  ? — No. 

Infectious  Disease — 

What  disinfecting  apparatus  is  available? — Hospital  apparatus.  How 
are  dwellings  disinfected  ? — S0.2  Any  placards  or  handbills  issued 
during  1904? — No. 

Schools — 

No.  closed  during  1904  on  account  of  sickness — None,  Any  ailment 
or  contagious  disease  associated  particularly  with  school  life  during 
1904  ? — No. 

Factory  and  Workshop  Act. — 

No.  of  workshops  in  the  district,  as  per  Register — 35.  No.  of  Bake- 
houses included  in  above — 5.  No.  of  Domestic  Workshops  in  above 
— 0.  No.  of  List  of  Outworkers  received — 0.  No.  of  inspections 
made  during  1904 — 39,  Legal  proceedings — None.  No.  of  Under- 
ground Bakehouses  in  district — 2.  No.  of  Domestic  Factories  in 
district— 0.  Any  action  as  to  unwholesome  or  infected  Outworkers’ 
premises — No, 

Dwelling's  - 

Number  of  Houses  built  during  1904 — 16.  General  character — Cottage 
and  Medium  Class.  Any  houses  unfit  for  habitation  ? — No.  Any  over- 
crowding of  persons  in  houses  ? — No.  Any  action  taken  under  the 
Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Acts  ? — No.  Is  house-to-house  in- 
spection systematically  made  ? — Yes.  Are  records  kept  ? — Yes. 

Nuisances — 

Total  No.  of  Nuisances  in  hand  at  close  of  1903 — 1 . At  close  of  1904 
— 7.  Reported  during  1904 — 28  Abated  during  1904 — 21.  Total 
No.  of  Legal  Notices  served  for  Abatement  of  Nuisances  during  1904 
- — 1 . Total  No,  of  Summonses  or  other  Legal  Proceedings— None. 
No.  of  Sink  wastes  disconnected  during  1904 — 1 . No.  of  Sink  wastes 
trapped  during  1904 — None.  No.  of  Closets  newly  constructed  during 
1904 — 16.  Kinds — W .C.'s.  No.  of  Closets  reconstructed  during  1904 
—7.  Kinds—  W.C.’s. 

What  action  has  been  taken  in  regard  to  the  following 
matters — 

Seizures  of  Unsound  Food — None. 

Samples  under  Sale  of  Food  and  Drug  Acts — None. 

Has  there  been  any  poisoning  during  1904  attributable  to  : 

Arsenical  Beer  ?— No.  Ptomaines  ? — No. 

Lead-contaminated  Water? — No. 

River  Pollution — None. 

Smoke  observations  taken — None. 

Burial  Grounds  : — No,  in  District — 1 . Any  need  for  (a)  extension — 
No.  (b)  closure — No. 

Mortuaries: — No.  in  District — None. 

Births — 

Males — 36.  Females — 39.  Total — 75. 

Number  of  illegitimate,  included  in  above — 1 . 

Deaths 

(1)  Gross  Deaths,  i.e.,  Total  actually  registered  in  the  district,  with- 

out any  correction — 50. 

(2)  Nett  Deaths  on  which  the  rates  are  calculated: — Males — 30. 
Females — 21.  Total — 51. 
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Nuisance  Inspector' s Report  for  Year  ending 
December  31st , 1904 . 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  information  the 
following  report  upon  the  work  of  the  Sanitary  Department 
for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1904.  This  constitutes 
my  Third  Annual  Report. 

The  work  has  been  conscientiously  carried  out  in  this 
Department  during  the  past  year ; care  and  thoroughness 
have  been  the  leading  features  of  the  work,  rather  than  the 
ambition  to  total  up  large  statistics  which,  however  present- 
able, would  not  represent  real  good  work. 

Accurate  records  are  kept  of  every  case  in  such  a form  as 
to  be  traceable  for  reference. 

Much  work  has  been  involved  during  the  renewals  of  the 
Water  Mains  in  securing  the  reduction  of  many  of  the  long 
lengths  of  lead  service  pipes,  which  while  at  any  time  are 
risky,  have  been  found  especially  so  in  this  District,  as  may  be 
gathered  from  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health’s  report.  I have 
pleasure  therefore  in  submitting  the  following  Table  shewing 
details  of  these  reductions  : — 
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Long  Lead  Services  replaced  with  Iron  Mains. 


Situation  of  Premises. 


South  Edge  Terrace 
Cresswell  Terrace  .. 
White  Horse  Inn  .. 
Oakleigh 
The  Brewery 
Victoria  Terrace 
Moravian  Terrace 
German  House 
Tennyson  Cottage 
Bungalows... 

Park  Place... 

Ivy  Terrace 
Holme  Terrace 
Halifax  Road 

(Webster’s  block) 
Infant  School 
Royalands  Street  . 


Length  of  Lead 
Service. 


75  yards. 

7°  „ 

3°  » 

4®  ” 

1 8 yds.  (i"  lead  pipe) 


160  yards. 


8o  yards. 

18  „ 

36  „ 

12  „ 

37  » 

Total  576  yards. 


Description,  etc. 


8 houses. 

4 houses. 

1 public  house. 
1 house. 

1 brewery. 
f 7 houses. 

3 houses. 

- 1 house. 

1 cottage, 
f 2 bungalows. 

J 25  houses. 

{ 10  houses. 

8 houses. 

3 houses, 
(including  bakery). 
1 school. 

5 houses  and 

1 club. 


Much  still  remains  to  be  done.  Under  the  new  regulations, 


long  lead  services 

not 

being 

allowed,  many  yards  of  iron 

mains  have  been 

laid 

for  the 

new  property  such 

as  “ Long- 

land’s,”  Waverley 

Terrace,  Emerald  Street,  on 

Wakefield 

Road,  and  Glen  Terrace,  (Hipperholme). 

Summary. 

Houses 

• • • 

73 

Brewery 

1 

Schools 

1 

Bakehouse 

1 

Inns  ... 

. . * 

1 

Club  Buildings 

1 

have  had  their  lead  services  reduced  to  considerable  extent 
varying  from  12  yards  to  160  yards. 

The  determination  of  the  Council  to  free  a first  W.C.  from 
water  charge  will,  it  is  hoped,  encourage  in  future  all  builders 
to  adopt  the  water  carriage  system  in  preference  to  the  Privy 
midden  system. 


2? 

In  conclusion  your  attention  is  called  to  the  following 
figures  : — 

No.  of  Inspections  (including  preliminary,  re-visits,  and 

Statutory)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  304 

House  Drains  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Privies  superseded  by  W.C.’s  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Defective  Ashpits  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Houses  Fumigated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Bedding  Fumigated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

W.C.’s  Installed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Loads  of  refuse  removed,  1904  ...  ...  ...  ...  1421 

,,  » i9°3 • •••  1992 

,,  „ „ 1902 i5°7 

„ >,  „ I9QI I4I9 

„ „ „ 1900 I233 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  WHARTON  THOMPSON,  Asso.  San.  Inst., 

Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


